
                
 
 

Chairman’s report - Greetings from Dymock  
 
Our activities have been severely curtailed this year, with the cancellation of both the 
Spring Meeting in Swindon and the AGM. However I trust we shall visit Wiltshire at 
some future date.   
 
I am hoping we can meet, safely, in Spring/early summer at least for some walking 
and poetry.  We will need to plan for any such get-together so please let us have your 
suggestions for such a meeting in regard to walks, readings and, should it prove 
possible, any speakers.  
 
We do still need help to run and organise the society, keeping the accounts and 
adding to the website. Despite raising the issue in the last newsletter and detailing 
some of the ways you could help we have had no responses. We do need your support 
so that we can maintain a viable society.  
 
Membership Secretary’s Report 
 
The membership as at 1st November 2019 was as follows: 
 
Total Membership: 182 (this includes a number of libraries who we do not charge) 
 
New Members: 7   Ceased Members: 7 
 
The majority of those members who pay by Standing Order will notice 
that their renewal fee for 2020/21 was paid at the beginning of 
November.  If you do not wish to set up a standing order mandate please 
send a cheque to: 
Clare Church, 113 Milford Road, Lymington, SO41 8DN                                 
or pay by bank transfer:  
Friends of the Dymock Poets Sort Code 20-45-45 Account No.: 23615529.  

 
If paying by bank transfer please email membership@dymockpoets.org.uk to 
confirm payment has been made. 
 
Membership fees, due on 1st November 2020, for 2020/2021 are: 
UK: £12.00 (£18 for two members at the same address) 
Europe: £15.00/€21.00  Rest of the World: £18.00/US$27 

NEWSLETTER AUTUMN 2020 
 

As you will recall from the July Newsletter we have not 
been able to hold a formal Annual General Meeting in light 
of current circumstances. 
However we are including in this newsletter the reports that 
would normally be issued for the AGM. If you should have 
any questions in respect of any item please direct your 
query, in the first instance, to Bert Molsom 
secretary@dymockpoets.org.uk 
 



Treasurers’ Report 

 
Treasurers’ Report 
 

THE FRIENDS OF THE DYMOCK POETS  

  
Year 

 
5/4/20 

 
5 /4 /1 9  

 
5/4/18 

 
5 /4 /1 7  

 
5 /4 /1 6  

 
5/4/15 

 
Income and Expenditure Account 

       

INCOME 
       

Membership Subscriptions 
 

2 2 0 1  2273 2142 1 9 3 7  2450 2337 
Donations  33 0 0 43 16 58 
Events  360 1612 2503 3034 2085 .4 4 9 6  
Poem Folders and Journal sales  136 233 160 324 397 409 
Books  142 295 38 279 244 0 
Other Income  50 100 205 0 65 15 

Total Income   2922 4513 5048 5617 5257 7315 
 
Lottery Repayment 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
750 

 
750 

 
0 

Sponsorship 200 600 375 427 165 400 
Membership 90 90 0 0 0 0 
Newsletters 0 0 0 467 645 1 1 0 9  
Journal 997 1017 1139 1159 1000 1374 
Events 220 1743 2689 1698 1680 3 6 4 3  
Website Costs 307 0 0 0 0 0 
Gloucester University re Bonhams sale 0 500 0 0 320 0 
Book Costs 168 188 38 279 251 0 
Portraits 0 0 535 0 0 0 
Dymock Church Map 0 541 0 0 0 0 
Poems Folders 0 0 35 286 196 671 
Bank charges 0 0 0 0 40 24 
Office expenses 79 32 0 345 90 842 
Other expenses 50 101 195 150 90 20 

Total Expenditure   2111 4812 5006 5561 5227
 8083 

 
 

Excess of Income over Expendiure 811 -299 42 56 30 -768 
Total Funds Brought Forward 7773 8072 8 0 3 0  7974 7 9 4 4  8 7 1 2  

 
Total Funds Carried Forward   8584 7773 8072 8030 7974
 7944 

 
 

Balance Sheet as at 5th April 2020  

Stock of Books 428 596 784 821 1100 0 
Barclays Account 8 4 6 7  8275 7288 7209 6874 7945 
Debtors 0 249 0 0 0 0 
Creditors -311 -1347 0 0 0 0 

 
 

Accumulated Funds   8584 7773 8072 8030 7974
 7945 

Event surplus/(deficit) 140 (131) (188) 1337 405 595 

Income from the cancelled Swindon event has been carried forward to the 
1920/21 year. 



 

Breaking news - John Drinkwater’s  “John Hampdens England” 
 
The John Hampden Society (www.johnhampden.org) recently purchased some artefacts 
connected with John Hampden - a lock of hair in a frame; two small portraits (pictured 
below); and a rather battered typescript copy of John Drinkwater's biography, John 
Hampden's England with many hand-written notes. Having copied the manuscript, to 
make it available on their website, ( http://www.johnhampden.org/notes-on-john-
drinkwaters-john-hampdens-england/ ) the John Hampden Society was seeking a 
suitable home to deposit these artefacts. 
 
FDP chair Richard Simkin met The John Hampden Society Chairman, Roy Bailey, and 
gratefully agreed to accept this draft of Drinkwater’s book, and the two small 
(unidentified) portraits of Drinkwater family relatives, for deposit in the Dymock Poets 
Special Collection at the University of Gloucestershire.  
 
 
Can you help? 
 
These are the two portraits. Are you able to identify these Drinkwater relatives?  
Apparently John Drinkwater was not able to do so! 
 
If you can, please let either Richard Simkin (chairman@dymockpoets.org.uk) or Bert 
Molsom (secretary@dymockpoets.org.uk) have the details. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



FDP member James Kelly, who is currently researching the life and work 
of John Drinkwater, writes:  
 
In John Hampden’s England, Drinkwater examines the motives and actions of a key 
player in the run-up to the English Civil War. Hampden was Oliver Cromwell’s 
cousin, an honest and principled opponent of the arbitrary rule of Charles I.  
 
Drinkwater’s sympathies with Hampden’s virtues of plain living and honest 
endeavour were noted in the Times Literary Supplement review in September 1933 
which described the poet as a Roundhead. But he was a very moderate one!  
 
We can deduce the origins of this book in his 1921 play Oliver Cromwell, because 
eight pages of the original manuscript and typescript of a scene in which Hampden 
appears in that play are included alongside this typescript draft. 
 
The typescript shows us Drinkwater’s writing methods at a busy period in his life.  
During 1933, as well as completing this 320-page historical study, he wrote a play, 
Laying the Devil, a book on Shakespeare for a popular series on great writers, a book 
of essays on his views of contemporary life, This Troubled World, and edited a 
compilation of his poems from 1924 to 1933, Summer Harvest.  In addition, he made 
a return to acting (he had last been on the stage in 1921), appearing in the 
demanding role of Prospero in the Regents Park Open Air production of The 
Tempest. 
 
Despite all these demands on his time we can see from his amendments to this 
typescript how he carefully corrected errors and added numerous quotations from 
his sources, making his historical account more authentic and, in places, more 
dramatic. The typescript also offers an insight into another aspect of Drinkwater’s 
complex life, because of the dedication on the front cover to ‘Jeff’. This was his loyal 
secretary W. Gwyn Jeffreys, with whom he was conducting a long-term affair. 
   
This typescript is therefore a valuable aid to Drinkwater scholarship and the 
generous gift of the text by the John Hampden Society to the Friends of the Dymock 
Poets will allow it to be preserved and kept accessible for posterity at the University 
of Gloucestershire archives.  
 

 
Lost footpaths – The Ramblers Association campaign 
 
You may well be aware of The Ramblers' Association’s Don't Lose Your Way 
campaign which has found 49,138 miles of rights of way missing from the definitive 
map in England and Wales, which it is now racing to save by 2026. 
 
The Windcross Paths Group (www.windcrosspaths.org.uk) has worked hard to 
ensure local paths have been recorded on PROW and Ordnance Survey maps, and is 
particularly pleased that three  longer distance paths which it created are specifically 
named on OS maps. These are The Daffodil Way, Poets' Path 1 and Poets' Path 2. 
 
We are extremely lucky, thanks to the efforts of the Windcross Paths Group, to have 
four local paths, Poets’ Path I, Poets’ Path II, Daffodil Way and Walks in Dymock 
Woods safely recorded on current maps. 



However all paths are a vital part of our heritage, describing how people have 
travelled over the centuries within their communities and beyond, yet if they are not 
claimed for inclusion on the definitive map (the legal record of rights of way) by 
January 2026, we risk losing them forever. At a time when more than ever, we 
recognise the importance of being able to easily access green space and connect with 
nature, it is vital that we create better walking routes to enable everyone to explore 
the countryside and our towns and cities on foot. 
 
The Ramblers’ Association’s campaign deserves all our support and further 
information can be found on their website. 
 
www.ramblers.org.uk 
 
 
Keeping in touch 
 
There is a FaceBook page (www.facebook.com/dymockpoets) administered by Jackie 
Tweedale who monitors the page and adds content. 
 
Social media is a good forum for publicising The Friends of the Dymock Poets and 
the work that the society does. We regularly get the Robert Frost Review, Edward 
Thomas Fellowship and Richard Jeffries Society sharing events, news and 
information.  
 
We try to engage with anyone with an interest in the Poets, wanting to know more 
about them and their Dymock connections and links further afield. The page also 
posts connections to other poets, poetry societies and literary events of interest; 
provide information on poetry events locally and nationally. Followers are 
encouraged to post photos and relevant comments.  
 
 
Edward Thomas Literary Festival 
 
We were invited to participate in the virtual Festival organised by the Edward 
Thomas Fellowship and Petersfield Museum.  Thanks to Jeremy Mitchell and his 
team for co-ordinating the Festival. I understand that some members had difficulty 
registering, as I did in trying to present my slides!   
 
I think we all learned a lot about Zoom & virtual meetings but more importantly 
about Edward Thomas, and Robert Frost.   
 
It was a welcome opportunity to join with colleagues in the U.S.A, and around the 
U.K. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Thank you for your membership. Despite the lack of events this year, work behind 
the scenes continues at FDP. Please let me know how you could contribute to our 
organisation, events and publishing. We welcome your ideas and actions. 
 
My thanks to all who have contributed to the running of the society, and those who 
stepped down recently from the committee 
 
Ray Canham:-retired Vice Chair & Newsletter Editor 
Andrew Davis, retiring Treasurer, 
President: Kelsey Thornton 
Committee Members: Robert Moreland (acting treasurer), Clare 
Church(Membership) and Bert Molsom (Secretary) 
Web Site Manager: Neil Maybin 
Journal Editor: John Monks 
 
Finally, here in Dymock we remember the two poets who died in the service of this 
country. A wreath was laid on Remembrance Sunday, alongside other organisations 
here in Dymock. 
 
With best wishes to you all! 
 
Richard Simkin 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


